Chapter XVIII
CANADA  AND  THE FRENCH

HEN you land at Quebec, or Montreal, you are in
the heart of French Canada, and you are straight away in
the Catholic atmosphere of the country. These French-
Canadian Catholics are of particular interest in that they
are the last remnants of the old Gallic-Catholicism of the
reign of the Bourbons.
It must be remembered that French Canada submitted
to Wolfe before the French Revolution; that the families
which had gone out to rule in and to settle in Quebec
were all steeped in the ideals of that period. There are
people to-day in Europe who fear that the Catholic
Church may lose its hold on twentieth-century Germany if
it does not compromise with the Nazi regime: they cite
the French Revolution as their warning, and point out
that the Catholic Church of France before the revolution
was so conservative and so committed to privilege, that
it lost its hold on France, was unable to direct the revolu-
tion, and has spent the whole of the nineteenth century
trying to compromise with the modern French.
This old French tradition of a semi-independent
Catholic Church remains to this day in French Canada.
During the Great War, the French Canadians did every-
thing in their power to stop conscription, and above all to
prevent as far as possible their French-Canadian troops